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Upcoming WHBA Events

WHBA Member Orientation
Wednesday, December 10

Robbins Restaurant
1810 Omro Rd, Oshkosh

5:00 p.m.
     New member orientation will be 
held prior to the December General 
Membership meeting. All new members 
are invited to attend this orientation 
session. Please contact the WHBA offi ce if 
you plan to attend.

 WHBA General Membership Meeting 
Wednesday, December 10

Robbins Restaurant
 1810 Omro Rd, Oshkosh

5:30 p.m. Social Hour
6:30 p.m. Dinner

7:00 p.m. Program

     WHBA will have a Mystery Speaker 
for a fun-fi lled evening to give your New 
Year a boost.

     Tis the Season for giving. Bring a new 
unwrapped toy or a monetary donation 
for Toys for Tots. Shellie Mathe, Chair 
of the Toys for Tots committee, will be 
selling tickets for a 50/50 raffl e to benefi t 
Toys for Tots.
     We will also be introducing the 
winners of the Tool Grants from Fox 
Valley Technical College.

     Contact the WHBA Offi ce by Friday, 
December 5 if you plan to attend.
     

     Quality booths are still available for the  2009 WHBA 

Home Show to be held February 13-15 at Sunnyview 

Expo Center in Oshkosh.  Space is limited and this 

popular event is fi lling up quickly! 

     Home Show details and Exhibitor registration 

contracts are available online by visiting the Members’ 

Section of our website, www.whba.net . Contact 

Stephanie or Deb at Winnebago Home Builders 

Association, 920.235.2962, for more information and 

booth availability.

2009 HOME SHOW BOOTHS AVAILABLE

Lorelei Hasenhrol (Audio Plus) and Joyce Downs (Dream 
Homes by David Downs) at the 2008 Home Show



executive officer’s report

Scholarships – George Mathwig
Sportsman (Clay Shoot) - Tim Rusch
State Involvement - Jim Kubasta
Strategic Planning – Bob Hernke
Toys for Tots - Bob and Shellie Mathe
Web site – Jason Henderson
Whitetails Banquet - Brian Malchow
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Governmental Affairs – Bob Hernke
Holiday Party - Stephanie Kamrath - Wright
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Membership – Amy Montgomery
Parade of Homes – Brenda Kubasta
Public Relations - Jason Henderson

WHBA/WBA COMMITTEES

Thank you to all members of WHBA who have 
made me feel so very welcome! It has been 
an exciting few weeks celebrating WHBA’s 
first Open House followed by the Whitetails 
Unlimited Banquet in November. WHBA 
also kicked off the 2009 Parade of Homes 
registration and we are assisting exhibitors in 
finding their favorite 2009 Home Show booth. 
         
WHBA invites you and your company to check 
out the upcoming variety of opportunities 
for networking, recognition, education and 
community awareness: 

New Member Orientation and General 
Membership Meeting
The Membership Committee is hosting a New 
Member Orientation at 5:00 p.m. prior to the 
December 10 General Membership Meeting 
at Robbins Restaurant. Although Orientation 
was designed to assist new members, all 
members are invited…especially your new 
sales representatives and management staff or 
anyone that would like to learn more on how to 
make the most of your WHBA membership. 

WHBA Holiday Party
This party has all the right ingredients 
– great location, delicious entrees and 

awesome ‘Dueling Pianos’ 
entertainment. All we need 
is you – our members to 
make it a huge success. It ’s 
FREE for you and your guest. 
I  look forward to meeting 
many of you there!

WHBA Education Programs
Mark your calendar for 
Wednesday, January 28 from 8:00 to 10:00 a.m. 
to kick-off WHBA’s new Education Program 
starting with “Psychrometrics-Dew Point for 
Dummies” presented by Joe Nagan, of Home 
Building Technology Services. WHBA welcomes 
Joe, who is a nationally-known speaker and one 
of your area Energy Star® experts.

On a state and national level, please contact 
the WHBA office, 920.235.2962, if you plan to 
attend the 2009 International Builders’ Show in 
Las Vegas or the WBA Capitol Conference Day on 
Wednesday, February 11 in Madison. We would 
like to have a complete list of attendees.

Stop at the office to introduce yourself or email 
me, deb@whba.net, for more information. 

Happy Holidays! Deb Lederhaus



President’s Letter

The Winnebago Home Builders Association (WHBA), a not-for-profi t trade organization, 
provides resources, services and education about the housing industry to our members 
and our communities. WHBA promotes attainable, quality housing through industry 
leadership, ethical business practices and community and government involvement.

W I N N E B A G O  H O M E  B U I L D E R S  A S S O C I A T I O N  M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T

Hello to all,

November sure flew by... and here comes another set of Holidays! 

In November, we welcomed our new Executive Officer Deb Lederhaus. She has already added 
her touch to the office and has been an exciting addition to our staff. If you haven’t already 
stopped in, please do so and introduce yourself!

I would like to take this moment to thank Stephanie Piper, our WHBA office administrative 
assistant. She kept the ship moving straight and steady through the EO change over. 
Stephanie has been and continues to be a great asset to our organization. Thanks Steph!

On November 13, WHBA hosted our first ever open house at the association office and 
we had a great turnout! At that meeting, we also kicked off the 2008 ‘ Toys for Tots’ drive. 
Shellie and Bob Mathe are running the event again this year and have a great new way to 
donate… for those who were not able to come to the open house, ask Shellie about the cost 
difference between using the front door and the back door! As a reminder, we are accepting 
monitory donations or unwrapped toys right at the association office for your convenience. 
The Salvation Army will distribute ALL toys to children in the Oshkosh area. A final push 
for “ Toys for Tots’ will take place at our December 10 General Membership Meeting – any 
questions, just give Stephanie or Deb a call at the office. 

November also featured the annual Whitetails Banquet. It was a great success with more 
than 160 outdoor enthusiasts attending the event. A portion of the event’s proceeds helps 
fund our Scholarship Program. With the current economy, it was another great opportunity 
to help out – a little bit goes a long way!

This is the time of year when we typically tend to think about how the year is going to end. I 
can tell you that hope and prayers are rampant, worry is growing and concern for the future 
is ever present. Please remember that we are all in this together. I  talked about this last 
month and the month before… we (our membership) have to stand up for our industry, our 
association and ourselves because nobody else is going to do it for us. Business is tight for 
everyone. Remember the people working with you and for you… your fellow members of 
our own Winnebago Home Builders Association!  

Make sure that on the next deal, you let everyone know that you prefer to DO BUSINESS 
WITH A MEMBER! 

Sincerely, 

John Anderson
President
  



WHBA Whitetails Banquet a Success

whitetails recap

We would like to thank each and every person who attended 
our 5th annual Whitetails Banquet.  You who made it a success!  

Congratulations to all winners, especially Jim’s Plumbing for winning 
the Table Captain gun.  

While we do not have fi nal fi gures, initial information indicates that 
we surpassed last year with fewer in attendance.  As a result, our 
scholarships will benefi t.  Great job everyone!

If you see any of the fi fteen Table Captains, please thank them.  The 
Table Captains for the event were:

Adam Schertz    Assurance Title
Berlin Building Supply  Brian Malchow
Chet Wesenberg   D & J Quality Construction
Don Wachtveitl   FNB Fox Valley
Horicon Bank    James Schonscheck
Jim’s Plumbing & Heating  MB Schafting
Noffke Lumber   Sherwin-Williams (2)

We would also like to recognize the many volunteers, committee 
members and sponsors who added to the festivities.

Last, but not least, Jamie Merckx, our new Whitetails representative, 
did a great job keeping people interested and involved throough out 
the evening.  We look forward to next year.  We hope you had a safe 
and successful hunting season!

     Whitetails Committee 

& Volunteers

Brian Malchow, Chair
Fox Cities Construction

Tobin Storzer
Diedrich Agency

John Anderson
Horicon Bank

Volunteers
Megan Lindsey

Melissa Ott
Oshkosh Northwestern

Craig Johnson
Adam Kramer

Mike Friday
Dan Thiem

Aaron Seiser
Earl Pomplun
Jon Lehman

Keith Streblinski
Berlin Building Supply

Amy Montgomery
Stephanie Kamrath-Wright

Shelly Fruehbrodt
Assurance Title Services

Donna LaCroix
Fox Cities Construction

Whitetails Sponsors

•LaSure’s Banquet Hall

•Associated Bank

•Arrowhead Construction Solutions                                                            

•Ken’s Sharpening

•Jim’s Repair and Towing

Brian Malchow (Fox Cities Construction), winner of the 
Weatherby Vanguard Sporter 270



      Do you know a fellow Builder or Associate 
member who goes above and beyond the call of 
duty?
     Do you know someone who epitomizes what 
it means to be a member of Winnebago Home 
Builders  Association?
     Submit your nominations for 2008 Builder and 
Associate Member of the Year Awards to the WHBA 
Offi ce by Monday, December 22.
     Individuals wishing to nominate a fellow 
member should include detailed information about 
the nominee’s committee involvement and time 
spent promoting the Association and the building 
industry.
     Members should also detail the nominee’s civic 
involvement in charitable activities, area service 
clubs, political action, and fraternal or religious 
groups.
     The past fi ve award winners in each category will 
select the winners. The awards will be presented 
at the Holiday Party on Friday, January 9 at Best 
Western Bridgewood Resort Hotel.

upcoming events

For just about any type of loan, First National Bank ~ Fox 
Valley will partner with you to build your investment. We 
understand what it takes to convert opportunity into reality.

Call for the experience you’ve been looking for

Neenah 920.729.6921• Oshkosh 920.426.6081
Menasha 920.729.6900 • Appleton 920.882.1660

Member FDIC • www.fnbfoxvalley.com

Experience

Nominate Sought for Builder and Associate of the Year Awards

Past Builder Members 
of the Year

Kurt Kronberg 2000

Phil Baeten 2000

Tim Rusch 2001

Keith Decker 2002

Phil Baeten 2003

Jim Kubasta 2004

Kathy Ertmer 2005

Scott Shefchik 2006

Chet Wesenberg 2007

Past Associate Members 
of the Year

Jim Casey 2000

Ted Peotter 2001

Jim Casey 2002

Scott Woldt 2003

Jim Casey 2004

Brian Mace 2005

Amy Bargenquast 2006

Jason Henderson 2007

* Awards
* Board of Directors Meeting
* Builder Education
* President’s Installation
* Networking Receptions
* Prom Night Icebreaker Party

2009 WBA Convention
 sponsored by

WBA 2009 Convention...  

Log on to register online at www.wisbuild.org 
under Member Information: Meetings and Events

Don’t Miss It!

http://www.fnbfoxvalley.com/


Membership News

Thanks for Renewing

Bay Therm Insulation Inc

Bay Title & Abstract Inc

J & P Excavating Inc

Krier’s Construction

Martenson & Eisele Inc

   

Members up for Renewal 

September Renewals:

Best Built Garage Builders

Dewey Homes

Excell Homes & Realty Inc

Financial Architects

G M Builders

Middlestead Mortgage LLC

RMKE LLC

    

October Renewals:

Aardvark Landscape

Advantage Sunrooms

Alternative Heat Solutions

Beiser Realty LLC

Curtis Law Offi ce

Elite Custom Countertops

Griesbach Diamond Water

Heartland Poured Walls

Kris Villars, Realtor

Maritime Insurance Group

Mathe Team Realtors

McClone Insurance Group

New Construction Cleaning

New York Life

NTD

Omni Glass And Paint Inc

Pinnow Sheet Metal Inc

Royal Electric Inc.

Serwas Window Cleaning 

Services

The Carpet Gallary Inc

Vanguard Contracting

West Pointe Bank

   

November Renewals:

AnchorBank

Choice Bank 

Graphic Point

Premier Custom Homes, Inc

Weather Shield Windows & 

Doors

December Renewals:

Algoma Homes Inc

Bastian Construction LLC

Carpetland USA

Diedrich Agency

Gallery Homes LLC

Heartland Homes

Jim’s Plumbing & Heating Inc

Kitchen Specialists

M & I Marshall & Ilsley Bank

Quality Windows & Siding

Wasco

Wrightway of Wisconsin, LLC

January Renewals:

Anchorage Homes Inc

Duerst Insulation Technicians

Land Pride Properties Ltd

Mark Fasel Custom Built Homes 

MCC Inc the Brick & Supply Co

United Concrete & Construction

Wisconsin Vinyl Products Inc

Welcome New Member:

Ann Walters

Business Activity: Granite Surface

Granite Transformations

W209N17351 Industrial Dr.

Jackson, WI 53037

phone: (262) 677-0400

website: 

www.granitetransformations.com

In June of 2003, Ann Walters 

started Granite Transformations 

with 2 employees. Now she has 

10 employees and is taking the 

business north to the Fox Valley. 

She continues to grow proudly 

through repeat customers and 

referrals. 

Members renewing prior to December 10, will be recognized at this month’s General Membership Meeting. 
Thank you for your continued support!



Spike Club Totals

For the Month Ending September 30, 2008

Life Members    Spike Credits

Dave Downs                             328

Tim Rusch                               183.5

George Mathwig                          141.5

Jim Kubasta                                       120  

Keith Decker                              106.5  

Bob Hernke                            81

Phil Baeten                        61.25  

Roger Mathwig   40

Paul Groskreutz Sr.                    31.5

Members    Spike Credits

Scott Shefchik                                22

Barb Schlieve                               19  

Steve Poeschl                              19

Arthur Ladish                     16  

Desiree Boynton                    14  

Amy Montgomery  14

Cheryl Grabner                                8.5  

Stephanie Kamrath - Wright 8

Amy Bargenquast                        7.5

Chet Wesenberg  6

What is a Spike?

The NAHB Spike Club is NAHB’s recognition 

and incentive program for individuals work-

ing in membership recruitment and retention.

Members earn one new member credit for 

each new member sponsored, one retention 

credit for fi rst-year renewals and  one-half a 

credit thereafer for each year a recruit renews 

his or her membership. 

WHBA Membership Report

As of September 30, 2008

  Total  222

  Builders 47

  Associates 164

  Affi liates 11

Membership News



 
community involvement

During the September General Membership 

Meeting Chet Wesenberg and Keith 

Decker, members of the Habitat for Humanity 

Build Committee, put a call out to the WHBA 

membership. Habitat needed experienced 

workers to help frame the home they are 

currently building.

     WHBA members answered that call. In 

October, staff from Classic Homes by Kuba, 

Dream Homes by David Downs, and Packer 

Valley Builders worked with Habitat volunteers 

to frame and roof the home.

     Many other WHBA members have donated 

or discounted products and services, a few 

of which include; Grant Schultz Heating and 

Air Conditioning, Oneill Enterprises, Andersen 

Windows, Western Building Supply, and Omro 

Building Center.   For more information about 

Habitat for Humanity and how you can help, 

please call 920.235.3535.

Habitat for Humanity volunteers and staff from Classic Homes by 
Kuba,framed the walls for a Habitat house on October 29.

 WHBA Members volunteer for Habitat

From a single lot for a homeowner, to large subdivisions 
for developers…we’re involved in residential projects 

from start to finish. 

Residential developers count on us to work with them 
on site selection, feasibility, and design. 

Homebuilders and homeowners appreciate our 
Homeowners Protection Package: 

The corners of your lot are precisely located so 
you know exactly what you’re buying 

Your house is accurately placed on the lot to 
meet setback requirements 

Grades are properly established so storm water 
drains smoothly away from your home 

Volunteers from Habitat for Humanity and staff 
from Packer Valley Builders work together to roof 
the new home.



Housing Start Report

Below are housing starts and the average square footage of new home permits pulled in October  
Information courtesy of MTD Marketing Services. For more detailed reports, contact Mike Dietz at 
(920) 836-1772.

Municipality

Algoma  

Clayton 

Menasha

Menasha (T)  

Year

2007

2008           

    2007 

2008           

2007

2008

2007

2008

Permits

0

5

0

2

2

4

3

1

Average Size

0

2,005

0

2,282

1,826

1,418

1,739

3,486

Municipality

Neenah

Neenah (T)

Oshkosh

Totals

Year

2007

2008

2007

2008

2007

2008

2007

2008

Permits

5

40

2

3

11

5

28

65

Average Size

1,578

          1,653 

 

          2,816 

         2,404          

1,613

          2,424 

Average Value
203,267

179,000

upcoming events

WHBA Holiday Party January 9, 2009

   Winnebago Home Builders Association Holiday 
Party will be held Friday, January 9 at the Best 
Western Bridgewood Resort Hotel in Neenah. 
WHBA Members of Record and their guest will be 
treated to dinner and a fun-fi lled evening, award 
announcements plus a hilarious music extravaganza 
by “River Rats Dueling Pianos.” Bring everyone on 
your holiday list – clients or employees – $25 per 
additional guest is an inexpensive way to show your 
appreciation. Individual and group reservations 
required by December 23.
   Annual Awards Presentation – the Holiday Party 
will also feature awards presented to the 2008 
Builder Member of the Year and Associate Member 
of the Year. Join WHBA in showing your enthusiastic 
appreciation for these members who go the extra 
mile in their dedication to your association. Who will 
receive the coveted Spike of the Year award? Join us 
in honoring the WHBA member who recruited and 
retained the most members in 2008. 

   Calling Santa’s Helpers – Bring a wrapped gift to 
participate in the traditional White Elephant gift 
exchange – who will end up with the funniest 
gift this holiday season? Don’t be left out in the 
cold, bring a gift to be eligible to partake in the 
exchange!
   Make it a weekend of fun by taking advantage 
of the Best Western Bridgewood Resort 
‘Holiday Party’  special room rates when you call 
920.720.8000.

Sponsorships
A limited number of sponsorship 

opportunities are available for the Holiday 
Party.  Contact the WHBA Offi ce for details.

 
• 1 Entertainment Sponsorship $250
• Door Prize Sponsorships  $75



wba legislative report

especially for the past 2 years and are hopeful we will 
be able to work with him and his caucus on some 
issues moving forward.  Assembly Democrats also 
selected Rep. Tony Staskunas (West Allis), Speaker Pro 
Tem; Rep. Tom Nelson (Kaukauna), Majority Leader; Rep. 
Donna Seidel (Wausau), Assistant Majority Leader; Rep. 
Peter Barca (Kenosha), Caucus Chair; and Rep. Barbara 
Toles (Milwaukee), Caucus Vice-Chair.
     Senate Democrats who are still in the majority 
approved a very similar slate of leadership folks as they 
had last session including Sen. Russ Decker (Weston), 
Majority Leader; Sen. Dave Hansen (Green Bay), 
Assistant Majority Leader; Sen. Fred Risser (Madison), 
President; Sen. Pat Kreitlow (Eau Claire), President Pro 
Temp; Sen. John Lehman (Racine), Caucus Chair; and 
Sen. Kathleen Vinehout (Alma), Caucus Vice Chair.
     Assembly Republicans, back in the minority for the 
fi rst time since 1994, selected the following members 
as their leadership team: Rep. Jeff Fitzgerald (Horicon), 
Minority Leader; Rep. Mark Gottlieb (Port Washington), 
Assistant Minority Leader; Rep. Scott Suder 
(Abbotsford), Caucus Chair; and Rep. Joel Kleefi sch 
(Oconomowoc), Caucus Vice-Chair.
     Finally, the Senate GOP selected Sen. Scott Fitzgerald 
(Juneau), Minority Leader; Sen. Glenn Grothman (West 
Bend), Assistant Minority Leader; Sen. Joseph Leibham 
(Sheboygan), Caucus Chair; and Sen. Sheila Harsdorf 
(River Hills), Caucus Vice-Chair.
     And yes, the minority leaders in the assembly and 
senate, Jeff and Scott Fitzgerald are brothers.

Speakers set for Business Day in Madison 2009: 
February 11, 2009
     Business Day in Madison is Wisconsin’s premiere 
legislative event, bringing more than 1,000 business 
leaders together with policymakers to discuss the 
most important issues facing our state.  WBA has been 
a long time sponsor of this event, and this year we 
look forward to participating.  As you know, in these 
challenging economic times, it is more important than 
ever for the business community to help policymakers 
understand what it will take to strengthen the 
economy and create jobs in Wisconsin.  There are 
many newly elected legislators in the capitol, and we 
have a compelling story to tell.  This year’s program 
will showcase the business community’s Top 10 policy 
recommendations for improving the business climate 
in Wisconsin in order to create better jobs and a 
brighter future for our families and our communities.
     The speakers this year are Pulitzer Prize Winner, 

2008 Election Wrap Up
By WBA Director of Political Affairs Kate Easton 

     I want to start by saying thank you to all the members 
that participated in the BBW PAC and BDF Conduit.  
Without your time, dedication and contributions, we 
would not have the powerful voice at the capitol in 
Madison that we have.
     As a group, we spent $128,000 from our PAC and 
$99,200 from our conduit toward the Assembly, Senate, 
Caucus Committees and State Parties.  The dollar amounts 
were split among the four legislative caucuses.  We were 
diligent in our efforts to concentrate on pro-housing 
candidates which allowed us to assure our efforts this 
cycle were bipartisan.  The methodology behind these 
efforts was a culmination of voting history, demographics, 
local HBA endorsements, interviews and legislative 
leadership input.  
     In the Senate, the Democrats maintain control.  They 
were able to hold onto the 12th Senate seat vacated by 
Roger Breske.  The candidate that won, Jim Holperin, is 
from the Eagle River area.  He represented the district as 
their Assemblyman in the eighties and was Secretary of 
Tourism under Doyle.  We look forward to the opportunity 
to work with Senator-elect Holperin.  The Republicans 
held all of their seats, including electing an HBA of Fond 
du Lac and Dodge County member, Randy Hopper, in the 
18th Senate district vacated by Carol Roessler.  At the end 
of the day, we have made inroads with members from 
both sides of the aisle.
     As expected, there was some change in the Assembly.  
Assembly Democrats have picked up fi ve GOP seats, 
enough to give them back the majority in the chamber for 
the fi rst time since 1994.  Democrats will now have control 
of the Assembly with a 52-46-1 majority. 
We look forward to the freshman incoming class in both 
the Senate and Assembly and continuing our open dialog 
with the Administration.  
     Thank you again for your time, contribution and 
participation.  You are the pulse of this Association and 
your time and effort help give WBA a voice in the Capitol.  

New leadership chosen at the capitol 
     Recently all four caucuses at the state capitol met to 
choose their leadership for the upcoming session.  The 
Assembly Democrats will select an Assembly Speaker for 
the fi rst time since 1992 after retaking the majority.
     The new Assembly majority Democrats selected 
Mike Sheridan of Janesville as their new speaker.  WBA 
has enjoyed a very positive relationship with Sheridan 



wba legislative report

Charles Krauthammer who will give the keynote 
address in 2009, and Dr. Barry Asmus has been 
invited back to kick off the program as the 
opening speaker.  We’re confi dent each of 
these nationally-known speakers will deliver an 
insightful address to make this a memorable 
program.  Governor Doyle and other legislative 
leaders are also invited.  Please sign up with your 
local HBA today. 

What does Nov. 4 mean for the WBA GA 
Agenda? 
Many people have asked what the outcome of 
the general election on Tuesday will have on the 
recently approved WBA GA agenda for 2009-
2010.  That is a great question that deserves 
some thought.
     Should our organization change the goals 
we have based on the partisan make- up of the 
legislature and governor’s offi ce?  In my opinion, 
no we should not.  Our agenda is our agenda 
regardless of who is in power.
     Should we be more realistic in what we may 
be able to get done in this changed political 
environment?  In my opinion, yes.  We have 
made some signifi cant strides during the 
last two years working with both sides of the 
aisle on a number of issues.  We are optimistic 
about getting things done and having issues 
of importance to us passed but we understand 
there may be struggles.
     We will adjust accordingly to the new political 
landscape in Madison and keep moving forward 
working fi ghting for issues that support the 
housing industry for the next two years. 

GAB Moves Forward with Rule to Stifl e Free 
Speech
     In its fi rst meeting after the November 4th 
election the Government Accountability Board 
(GAB) recently met and took action on a rule 
change to regulate issue ads in Wisconsin.  Four 
draft rules were presented to the members of 
the GAB and ultimately they decided to move 
forward with one of the suggestions.
     According to the attorney that has been 
working with interest groups such as WBA 
on this issue “the discussion by GAB staff and 
members focused on “doing the right thing” as 
the reason to act as well as legislature’s inability 

to act.  Anticipating the strong likelihood of a legal challenge, 
GAB members felt that they needed to do something or status 
quo would continue - which to GAB is unacceptable.” 
     This proposal will now follow the same process as any other 
rule that is drafted by a state agency, after it is written it will be 
available for the public to comment before moving to the state 
legislature for review.  This process will likely take some time 
and if the rule is passed it likely will not effect the upcoming 
spring elections.
     Where do we go from here?  We will continue to oppose this 
rule and other proposals like this because it limits your free 
speech right to attack the issue stances of your elected offi cials 
during the legislative session or during election time.
     If this rule does move through the legislature (which at this 
point is highly likely) a legal challenge by a diverse coalition of 
groups on the political left and right is very likely. 

Group Meets to Talk about “Worker Misclassifi cation”
     Recently the “Taskforce on Worker Misclassifi cation” 
put together by the Wisconsin Department of Workforce 
Development began to meet to discuss the “problem” of 
independent contractors in Wisconsin.
     During the most recent meeting a staffer from the national 
carpenters union called in to talk about this “problem” and 
urged the committee to formulate a plan to correct it.  A staffer 
from Commerce (Greg Jones) also talked about their plan to 
have subcontractors register with the department and pay a 
fee as well.
     This committee appears to be headed down a path to 
ask the legislature to adopt a bill that would require more 
oversight over those that current call themselves independent 
contractors and could also force general contractors to jump 
through some additional hoops before hiring subs.
     The main point on this topic that we have always advocated 
for is you have to provide a safe harbor for a general 
contractor.  For instance, if you would require a general 
contractor to confi rm a subcontractor is registered on a 
Commerce website when you sign a contract with them and if 
you do that you are no longer responsible for any law violation 
of the subcontractor. 
     We will continue to track the work of this taskforce and will 
provide suggestions to hopefully shape any suggestions that 
come from this group in a more positive manner. 

For more information on the above legislative matters please 
contact WBA Director of Government Affairs Brad Boycks 
(bboycks@wisbuid.org or 608.242.5155, ext. 16). 



news briefs

NAHB Contests ICC Vote Mandating Fire 
Sprinklers

Citing a failure of the International Code Council 
to provide a fair and open voting process at 
its Final Action Hearings in Minneapolis in 
September, NAHB has fi led an appeal to the ICC to 
set aside code changes mandating fi re sprinklers 
in all new one- and two-family homes constructed 
under the 2009 International Residential Code 
(IRC) and to consider changes that would restore 
balance to its voting process.
In a letter submitted on Oct.  30, NAHB asked the 
ICC to “take immediate action to eliminate the 
infl uence of third-party funding in the voting 
process” and “undertake corrective action(s) ... by 
restoring the principle of balance of interest in 
the selection of Governmental Member Voting 
Representatives.”
Other organizations have also called for reform. A 
letter to the ICC from the Washington Association 
of Building Offi cials noted that “special interests 
dictated the outcome of the code changes,” 
which will allow sprinkler manufacturers and 
installers “to reap millions, if not billions, of dollars 
in profi ts.”
After calling for an independent audit of the 
irregularities they identifi ed in their letter, the 
Washington state building offi cials concluded 
that, “We believe the integrity of the ICC is at 
stake.”
Fire sprinkler advocates — including 
manufacturers and installers as well as fi re offi cials 
— created a coalition to push for mandating 
sprinkler requirements. Their multimillion-dollar 
campaign included covering travel expenses for 
fi re fi ghters and other supporters to attend the 
hearings and vote in favor of sprinkler mandates.
Taking advantage of ICC provisions that allow 
multiple Governmental Members from any 
jurisdiction, fi re departments across the country 
were able to join and designate a large roster of 

new voters. With their travel expenses paid, these 
fi rst-time voters were able to overwhelm the 
process and control the voting.
NAHB did help state and local home builders 
associations provide funding to defray the 
travel expenses of building offi cials whose 
governmental budgets did not make any 
allowance for them to attend the code hearings. 
However, these offi cials came to participate in the 
entire hearings, not just  to vote and testify on 
the fi re sprinkler issue, and the travel grants were 
provided to help ensure balance in the hearings 
in the face of the well-funded pro-sprinkler 
coalition.
“We believe in a fair and open building code 
development process that provides for balance of 
interests in the voting,” said NAHB Construction, 
Codes and Standards Committee Chairman James 
“Andy” Anderson, a South Carolina builder and 
remodeler. “NAHB members have long supported 
the ICC’s efforts to administer a consensus process 
that allows voices to be heard from everyone 
who has a legitimate interest in public health and 
safety and how it plays out in the construction of 
new homes,” he said. 
“That means that product manufacturers, federal 
regulators, local building inspectors, health and 
safety advocates, and fi re offi cials all deserve an 
equal hearing,” Anderson said. “Home builders do, 
as well — not just because they are responsible 
for the home’s construction, but also because they 
represent the voices of those who aren’t at the 
table at all — American home buyers.”
Anderson said that others are encouraged to 
voice their concerns to the ICC.
The ICC has not yet set a date for hearing NAHB’s 
appeal. However, interested parties are invited 
to respond to the appeal by submitting their 
views in writing to mpfeiffer@iccsafe.org and 
to participate in and present information at the 
appeal hearing.



Parade Of Homes Dates Announced

Parade of HOmes

The Parade of Homes Committee, chaired 

by Brenda and Jim Kubasta (Oshkosh 

Designs and Classic Homes by Kuba), is proud to 

announce the dates for the 2009 WHBA Parade 

of Homes:

 Friday, April 17 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

 Saturday, April 18 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

 Sunday, April 19 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

 Thursday, April 23 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

 Friday, April 24 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

 Saturday, April 25 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

 Sunday, April 26 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

            

The committee continues to lay the groundwork 
for another successful Parade.  All WHBA 
members — especially builder members — are 
encouraged to share ideas at the next Parade 
committee meeting on Thursday, December 18 
at 12:00 p.m. at the WHBA offi ce.
     Currently WHBA anticipates 12-15 homes 
for the 2009 Parade of Homes. The deadline for 
registration in the Parade is Wednesday, January 
14.
       Many associate members have offered 
discounts to 2009 Parade of Homes builders.  For 
a complete list of associate discount participants 
provided to the WHBA staff, the Parade of Homes 
rules and contract  visit the Member section of 

our website at www.whba.net.

    



WHBA Photo Album

Barb Schlieve (Assurance Title Services) displaying the Taurus 44 
Mag Pistol at the Whitetails Banquets, November 13.

Table Captain, Heather Severson (Jim’s Plumbing & Heating) won 
a Mossberg 30-06 in the Table Captain Drawing.

Table Captains Gregg Noffke (Noffke Lumber), Chad Miller (FNB-
Fox Valley), and Craig Johnson (Berlin Building Supply).

Adam Kramer (Berlin Building Supply) displays a print during the 
live auction at the Whitetails Banquet.

Adam Kramer (Berlin Building Supply), Amy Montgomery 
(Assurance Title Services), and Deb Lederhaus (WHBA E.O.).

Cory Stellmacher,  winner of the Ruger Mark III 22 Pistol.

Scenes from the WHBA Whitetails Banquet 



Mark Your Calendars

December

3  
  WHBA Offi ce, 4:00 p.m.

8  Membership Committee Meeting 
  WHBA Offi ce, 4:00 p.m. 

10   
  Robbins Restaurant,  4:00 p.m.   
  General Membership Meeting 
  Robbins Restaurant, 5:30 p.m.

16  
WHBA Offi ce, 12:00 p.m.

18    
  WHBA Offi ce, 12:00 p.m.

January

9  
  Best Western Bridgewood, Neenah
  5:00 p.m.

12  Membership Committee Meeting 
  WHBA Offi ce, 4:00 p.m. 

14   
  Robbins Restaurant,  4:00 p.m.   
  General Membership Meeting 
  Robbins Restaurant, 5:30 p.m.

19  
WHBA Offi ce, 12:00 p.m.

20    
  WHBA Offi ce, 12:00 p.m.

The opinions expressed in the articles are not necessarily the opinions 
of the WHBA. The acceptance of advertising in this newsletter does not 
indicate approval or endorsement of the advertiser or advertiser’s product 
by the WHBA. WHBA makes no warranties and assumes no responsibility or 
completeness of the information contained herein.

Calendar

SBS PLUMBING, INC
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

New Construction, Remodel, and Service

“For Professional and Reliable Services”

4635 Red Fox Road
Oshkosh, WI 54904
www.sbsplumbing.net

Phone: 920-230-5933
Toll Free: 877-230-5933

Fax: 920-230-3657
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Our lenders have the tools to make the loan process hassle free. We have free 
preapprovals, online mortgage services, low rates and flexible terms. Plus, 
we’ve earned a 98% customer satisfaction rating. For more information, stop by 
420 S. Koeller St. in Oshkosh or contact your local mortgage loan officer.

TeleBranch™ 1-800-25 ANCHOR (252-6246)
WebBranch™ anchorbank.com

Mark Stano

(920) 303-4921
anchorbank.com/mstano

Maria Talin

(920) 303-4939
anchorbank.com/mtalin
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